Ice Age Animals in SW Rock Art

By: Ray Urbaniak

Sheep depicted with stylized long horns




What Big horn sheep actually look like from Wikipedia....(they do not have long
sweeping horns)

Bighorn sheep
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Big_Horn_Seep_4304c.JPG

Male (ram)

Lt

Female (ewe)

Photos | have taken of Big horn sheep....

In the Southwest rock art it has long been assumed that the big horn sheep being depicted
with long sweeping horns was just a stylization. Is it possible that later people used
depictions of animals with long sweeping horns as a way to depict big horn sheep when
in fact the animals depicted in very early rock art actually depicted an extinct species of
big horn sheep? Or is it possible that the depictions that these later people based their
petroglyphs on, were in fact, other extinct animals? These animals could have been other
extinct species of pronghorn antelope or even animals such as ibex & antelope that have
as yet not been discovered in the fossil record in North America? Another possibility is
that they depict images of animals in Asia that had been passed down in the oral tradition
of the peoples who actually migrated to North America from Siberia, or that these early
depictions were made by people who migrated from Asia. One or more of the above
theories are most likely the real reason for the sheep being depicted with long
sweeping horns.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bighorn_sheep_(Ovis_canadensis).JPG

The horns shown above Iook more I|ke Roan Antelope from Africa pictured below.
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http://www. northrup orq/Dhotos/roan/

There was a relative called the Blue Buck that only became extinct during historic times.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluebuck



http://www.northrup.org/photos/roan/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluebuck
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However, as far as | am aware, no fossil record, to date, indicates that these species were
in North America.

Some pertoglyphs from Asia with long horns that | found on the web which closely
resemble petroglyphs in the Southwest.....

Kazakhstan

http://www.penn.museum/documents/publications/expedition/PDFs/46-
1/Shimmering%?20Visions.pdf



http://www.penn.museum/documents/publications/expedition/PDFs/46-1/Shimmering%20Visions.pdf
http://www.penn.museum/documents/publications/expedition/PDFs/46-1/Shimmering%20Visions.pdf

*High Altai - Central Asia - Petroglyphs - Prelustoric Rock Paintings

http://www.face-music.ch/highaltai/stoneslabs/stoneslabs en.html



http://www.face-music.ch/highaltai/stoneslabs/stoneslabs_en.html

Ibex, Antelope & Gazelle
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Long horned
animals not
known to have
been i North
America

The above depicted horned animals appear to match the SW Utah and the Arizona strip
petroglyphs better than the big horned sheep they supposedly depict.

There are in fact depictions of Ice Age animals in North America which place Native
peoples in North America much earlier than had previously been believed by non-native
people.

There are a number of people who have found methods of dating rock art, however, all
methods of dating have faced opposition. | am certain that in the not too distant future a
method will emerge which will be a commonly accepted method of dating rock art.
When that method of dating is available it is my opinion that some of the rock art images
I am about to share will be proven to be much older than would generally be believed.

It is not uncommon to find very old depictions of rows of different animals.
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Detailed images shown above line of animals
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The zoomorph pictured below, with branched horns, could very well be another early pronghorn
antelope...



Another old petroglyph panel, depicting a line of animals, | enhanced to make them more
visible...

Extinct
pronghorn?




Extinct and Extant Pronghorns, America’s Psuedo Antelopes

“One species of pronghorn still races across the wilderness areas of the American west where
along with bison they re considered icons of the short grass prairie. But during the Pleistocene
and Pliocene, there were at least 14 species of pronghorns prancing the plains of North America
from what is now Florida to California and from Mexico to Canada.”

From:
http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-

antelopes/
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horns [prbnghbrn phyloéeny ,\ shoWinb some of the main characters, from Janis & Manning
(1998)].
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http://scienceblogs.com/tetrapodzoology/2010/07/21/release-the-fossil-pronghorns/

http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-
antelopes/
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http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-antelopes/
http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-antelopes/
http://scienceblogs.com/tetrapodzoology/2010/07/21/release-the-fossil-pronghorns/
http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-antelopes/
http://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/extinct-and-extant-pronghorns-americas-psuedo-antelopes/

The panel with the pronghorn looking animal(extinct early antelope?) above is high on the
rock face(approx 15 feet up) at what may have been ground level thousands of years ago.
On the same panel are other ice age animals.

There is a petroglyph of what appears to be a Saiga
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Antelope...
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Saiga Antelope....

North American Saiga fossils
http://www.beringia.com/research/saiga.html

“Saigas (Saiga tatarica), presently confined to central Asia, spread
westward to England and eastward to the Northwest Territories of
Canada during the Pleistocene (about 2 million to 10,000 years ago).
The species is a valuable paleoenvironmental indicator of dry,
steppe-like grasslands, and a saiga fossil proves that eastern

Beringia (unglaciated parts of Alaska, Yukon and adjacent areas of the
Northwest Territories) extended east of the Mackenzie

Saiga HornsThe oldest radiocarbon-dated saiga known is about 37,000
years old, from Usuktuk River northern Alaska, whereas the latest
survivor, also from Alaska, dates to about 12,200 years ago. Of the
three Canadian specimens, two left horncores of males with adjacent
cranial bone from Baillie Islands, Northwest Territories and Bluefish
Cave 111, Yukon yielded dates of about 15,000 and 13,400 years ago,
respectively (Figure 2), whereas a right lower foreleg bone (radius)
from Old Crow Basin, northern Yukon was dated at about 13,200 years
210 [0 TR ?

Saigas (Seiga tatarica) roamed
northern North America during
the lce Age

During the Ice Age
the saiga ranged
from the British
Isles through

Bering Strait into
Alaska and the

Yukon.

Also,

From:

Radiocarbon Dates on Saiga Antelope (Saiga tatarica) Fossils
from Yukon and the Northwest Territories

C.R. HARINGTONL1 and JACQUES CINQ-MARS2
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http://www.beringia.com/research/saiga.html

http://arctic.synergiesprairies.ca/arctic/index.php/arctic/article/view/1218/1243
""Two saiga cranial fragments from the Yukon Territory and the

Northwest Territories have yielded radiocarbon dates of 13 390 + 180

and 14 920 + 160 B.P. respectively. Thus, saigas occupied

the easternmost part of their known Pleistocene range toward the close

of the Wisconsinan glaciation. Saigas probably died out

between 13 000 and 10 000 years ago in North America because of rapid

changes in climate and plantscapes occurring about that

time, as former steppe-like terrain was replaced by spruce forest and tundra."

In the same valley with the Saiga Antelope petroglyph is a petroglyph of a
Mountain Goat.

These mountain goats were only
in this area just before & just
after the last ice age(note 1)

The Goats represented may in
fact be Harrington’s Mountain
Goats an extinct relative(note 2).

BHOTOOIST

Note 1:

http://wildlife.utah.gov/hunting/biggame/pdf/rocky mtn goat plan.pdf
Note 2:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrington%27s Mountain Goat

On the highly patinated panel(*note 1) with the Pronghorn & Saiga antelopes there is a
petroglyph of what may very well be a mammoth.

*note 1: Very old panel where the patina of the pecked area matches the color of the
surrounding patinated rock surface.
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http://arctic.synergiesprairies.ca/arctic/index.php/arctic/article/view/1218/1243
http://wildlife.utah.gov/hunting/biggame/pdf/rocky_mtn_goat_plan.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrington%27s_Mountain_Goat

The figure of a mammoth was discovered not too long ago incised into a piece 13,000 year
old piece of mammoth bone in Florida
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/22/mammoth-mastodon-bone-carving-florida-
photo n 882177.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/25/137549198/florida-fossil-hunter-gets-credit-for-big-find
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/06/090610-oldest-art-mammoth-picture.html

Further support comes from a recently published article on Mammoth Petroglyphs.....

Ekkehart Malotki and Henry D. Wallace published a paper in 2011 entitled;
COLUMBIAN MAMMOTH PETROGLYPHS FROM THE
SAN JUAN RIVER NEAR BLUFF, UTAH, UNITED STATES
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/22/mammoth-mastodon-bone-carving-florida-photo_n_882177.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/22/mammoth-mastodon-bone-carving-florida-photo_n_882177.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/25/137549198/florida-fossil-hunter-gets-credit-for-big-find
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/06/090610-oldest-art-mammoth-picture.html

http://www.petroglyphs.us/article Malotki-Wallace%202011%20RAR%20Mammoth%20paper.pdf

In 2001 I photographed some other very old petroglyphs in SW Utah which also
appear to depict mammoths....

Notice size
difference

Trunk?
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http://www.petroglyphs.us/article_Malotki-Wallace%202011%20RAR%20Mammoth%20paper.pdf

In one of the above photos, as well as the following photo, the figure of the
animal has a shorter nose or trunk. Is it possible that the long nose is really a
trunk image that was passed down through the oral tradition but attached to
sheep like images? If you had never seen a Mammoth and were told that they
were very big, had large tusks, and a long nose, you would probably draw horns
having never actually seen tusks, on a large animal & give it a longish nose.
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The mammoth looking animal below does appear to have a short trunk.

As mentioned earlier on that same panel with the Saiga Antelope is the glyph
which also appears to depict a Mamoh(below).
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This glyph of a man was superimposed
at a much later date(only visible when
sun directly on glyph)
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There are a few other animals in some of the ancient rock art | have
photographed which most people would dismiss as “fanciful animals”...you
decide....

There is an animal with a long neck.

Long necked sheep or pronghorn, or..
Camelops(with horns?)

Camelops first appeared during the Late Pliocene period and became extinct at
the end of the Pleistocene.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliocene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleistocene

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deinotherium
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deinotherium

Animal with forward facing horns(prongorn?)... -

gh never seen a pronghornha looks like his, or a photo of one, |

Altou

recently found a photo on wikipedia which shows a pronghorn with such horns.
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| feel there is ample evidence that Native People were here around the last ice
age, and most likely much longer, just as Native People have long insisted.
The fossil record may have holes in it that can be plugged with the animals
depicted in Rock Art.

21



That was to be the end of the article....however, the results of the Native

American DNA tests have just been published & they conclude that “the
majority of today's indigenous Americans descend from a single group of
migrants that crossed from Asia to Alaska 15,000 years ago or more.”

From:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-18770963
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-18770963

